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– photographs, letters, a diary, school books, documents – material

evidence which leads us to get to know a boy the same age – Bogdan Kajak. He was born on September 4,

1922 in Warsaw. The family lived on Nowy Âwiat, quite close to the Three Crosses Square. Bogdan had

a younger sister Hanna. The recovered documents confirm that he attended the Municipal Gymnasium

on Młynarska, and, in early 1939, transferred to the Adam Mickiewicz State Lycée and Gymnasium.

In family photo albums, we see him at home, among daily leisure occupations, at meetings with friends.

We see a smiling and good looking young man who – according to the surviving correspondence –

was very popular among his female colleagues. The war entered brutally into this carefree and joyful

reality. In November 1939, he noted in his diary: “[...] how many changes already, and not only in my

personal life, Poland is no more...” There is no return to school after summer vacation – in the occupied

Poland, young people are officially allowed to study only in vocational schools. Bogdan, like many

of his contemporaries, participates in clandestine education organized by the Polish Underground State.

On January 22, 1941, he was arrested for participating in classes held in secret also in his apartment.

He was first transported to the Pawiak prison, then – on April 5, 1941 he was taken with a transport

of prisoners to the concentration camp Auschwitz. He was given the identification number 12383.

He passed away, according to his death certificate issued by the camp doctor, on August 2, 1941 at 6 a.m.

The parents were informed by telegram. Four of the letters he wrote to his parents remain; they were

written in German, on the official camp paper. Such are the Scraps of Memory, evidence and objects

that we use in attempting to reconstruct Bogdan’s life. We look at him as someone the same age,

our class colleague, whom the war, violent and cruel, deprived of a future.



Bogdan in 1928. With his Father.



Student of the Municipal Gymnasium on Młynarska in 1937.

In front of the National Museum in Warsaw in 1938.

With his friends.



With his Mother and Sister.

Fragments of the correspondence.

Personal items.



Notification to collect his things from the Pawiak prison.

Letter from the Institute of National Remembrance.Vocational school ID.

Fragment of his diary –
notes from November 22, 1939.



His Parents’ answer to the letter of June 29, 1941.His first letter from Auschwitz.



Notification of Bogdan’s death.

Document from the Red Cross.

Bogdan was our age – reading documents related to him, it was very easy to identify with him. I view WW2

not only as a European tragedy but as an event that ruined this boy’s life, his plans for the future,

wrecked his entire present.
Alicja

Working with authentic documents at first seemed like an ordinary school task. Later I discovered how

fascinating this work can be. Bogdan’s mementos that remained not only talked of times for me quite

remote but told the story of a boy who was my age but went through so much more than I did.

Oliwia

Our hero was an ordinary teenager from our country before the war. We get to know his life,

his interests, plans, and also grasp the motives for his behaviour and his values, so important to him.

It is a very precious lesson especially when the youngest generation does not care much for values.

Zosia

Our project “Scraps of Memory” was an interesting experience of an encounter with history. It was

an excellent opportunity to observe the life of people my age who lived in a completely different

period. In Bogdan’s tales, they were not on a high pedestal but seem very authentic, ambitious,

spontaneous, and full of youthful joy.
Julia

In this project, a systematic, analytical work with authentic documents was an important aspect.

We were learning how to choose, analyze, and select information. The abundance of material forced

us to format the result of our work properly, maintain a chronology and perfect the style. It was

important to us that we did not work on something general but on an authentic story of someone

our age.
Łucja

Working on the project allowed me to learn a lot and increase my knowledge of our past.

The possibility of analyzing such old documents brings them back to life and becomes a source of new

knowledge.
Ula

High School “Strumienie” students on their participation in the project
Józefów, April 25, 2018
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