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Mark Warner has been a teacher for 15 years in the UK and created Teaching Ideas in 1998.
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Additional information

Contents & Purpose This activity suggests role-playing of the myths relating to Perseus. It
does not offer the script but rather include suggestions for the teacher
on how to engage with the myths. The activity includes a one page PDF
of Perseus’ story as well as Story board templates.

The male characters include: Zeus, Hermes, Polydectes, Perseus and
Acrisius

The female characters include: Danae, Medusa, Gray Women (x 3),
Nymphs(x 2), Athena and Andromeda.

Further comments The story of Perseus, while abridged, contains the main points of his
journey, his being cast away with his mother, arriving at Seriphos, his
quest for Medusa and the rescue of Andromeda. It is even mentioned
that the Persians got their name from Perseus who ruled over them.

Using role-play makes the myth more dynamic and entertaining for the
children. Furthermore, since there are roles for both boys and girls,
they  can  add  their  own  script  and  thoughts  to  the  characters,
especially the female ones. The children can pretend to be an ancient
hero/heroine  and  try  to  guess  what  it  means  to  be  a  hero,  what
problems must be overcome etc. Furthermore, the story of Perseus
displays strong family themes, from the devotion of Perseus to his
mother and the estrangement of his grandfather; thus the story can
perhaps be used to discuss the importance of family with the children
and raise with them problems and difficulties they might be facing.
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