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According to the publisher, "the webpage for the Curricular Resources of the
Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute allows users to search for thousands of
curriculum units in STEM and the humanities . These units were written by
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John Severi

John Severi is part of a group of seventy-nine teachers from New Haven, who organised seminars on
topics related to curriculum developments between March and August 1983, including the seminar
entitled “Greek and Roman Mythology”, led by William G. Thalmann, Associate Professor of Classics
from USC.
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Contents & Purpose This unit aims to “explore mythology through a cross-cultural,
archetypal approach.” the students will read and discuss poems,
stories and experts from novels which contain common elements
relating to mythological architypes. The activities focus on reading
comprehension and evaluation of texts as well as writing assignments
and art, such as collage making. The students work individually or in
groups.

This unit also aims to introduce characteristics of Greek mythology by
reading from Man the Myth Maker , Edith Hamilton’s Mythology, and
Ovid's Metamorphosis as well as sections from the Iliad and Odyssey.

The creator focuses on “concepts of matriarchy and patriarchy” and
thus create a connection between the representations of female in a
male-dominated society to their presentation in modern society. The
students will also discuss the qualities of heroic characters.

The abbreviated myths presented in the unit from Man the Myth Maker
are: Prometheus, Pandora, Phaethon, Atalanta, Pegasus, Perseus,
Theseus, Hercules, the adventures of Odysseus, the Trojan War, Zeus’
affairs

The unit provides 8 samples of lesson plans, bibliography on several
themes, such as general mythology, classical mythology, American
Mythology and Asiatic mythology, Matriarchy research.

Further comments This unit aims to develop deeper critical thinking about gender roles in
mythology, as well as comparative skills between different
mythologies. The students do not only read the myths, they are asked
to think about the characters’ motivations, what makes them heroic,
how are the different genders represented, the gods and goddesses
and their traits and more.

The focus of this unit, which recurs in the different activities, however,
is the gender aspect and gender roles within mythology.

Furthermore, there is a strong emphasis on individual critical thinking.
The students are asked to discuss the different questions presented by
the teacher on their own (using the method of ‘shared inquiry’ which is
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explained in detail by the creator).

However, we should keep in mind that it is a dated resource from the
80s and there are different methods nowadays to disucss gender as
well as new approaches in teaching about gender.
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