
Elizabeth Hale, "Entry on: The Mermaid and the Shoe by Keith Gordon Campbell", peer-reviewed by Elżbieta Olechowska and Lisa
Maurice. Our Mythical Childhood Survey (Warsaw: University of Warsaw, 2020). Link:
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/1004. Entry version as of November 21, 2025.

1

This Project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme under grant agreement No 681202, Our
Mythical Childhood... The Reception of Classical Antiquity in Children’s and Young Adults’ Culture in
Response to Regional and Global Challenges, ERC Consolidator Grant (2016–2021), led by Prof.
Katarzyna Marciniak, Faculty of “Artes Liberales” of the University of Warsaw.

Keith Gordon Campbell

The Mermaid and the Shoe

United States (2014)

TAGS: Calypso Clio Neptune Sirens Thetis

We are still trying to obtain
permission for posting the
original cover.

General information

Title of the work The Mermaid and the Shoe

Country of the First Edition United States of America

Country/countries of popularity Canada, United States of America, Worldwide

Original Language English

First Edition Date 2014

First Edition Details K. G. Campbell, The Mermaid and the Shoe. Toronto: Kids Can
Press, 2014, 32 pp.

ISBN 9781554537716

Official Website kidscanpress.com (accessed: April 22, 2020).

Genre Picture books

Target Audience Children (age 5–10)

Author of the Entry Elizabeth Hale, University of New England, ehale@une.edu.au 

Peer-reviewer of the Entry
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Lisa Maurice, Bar-Ilan University, lisa.maurice@biu.ac.il
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Creators

Keith Gordon Campbell , b. 1966
(Illustrator)

K. G. Campbell grew up in Kenya and was educated in Scotland. He
studied Art History at the University of Edinburgh. After graduation, he
worked  as  an  interior  designer  in  California,  before  returning  to
illustrating and writing full time. He lives in California.

Sources:

Official webiste (accessed: April 7, 2020).

Profile at kidscanpress.com (accessed: April 7, 2020).

Bio prepared by Elizabeth Hale, University of New England,
ehale@une.edu.au
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Additional information

Summary King Neptune has 50 daughters (mermaids), each with a distinctive
ability. He likes to boast about them: about Clio’s ability as a gardener,
Thetis’s  ability  as  a  fish-trainer,  Calypso’s  singing  voice.  But  Minnow,
his youngest, does not know her skill yet – her garden is limp, the fish
don’t do what she asks them, she can’t sing.  She is curious, however,
and asks lots of questions. One day, a red shoe drops into her path –
she is fascinated by it and tries to work out its purpose. Clio, Thetis do
not know, and Calypso doesn’t care. "It’s junk. Useless like you." But
Minnow  is  determined  to  find  out.  ‘This  thing  was  made  with  care.  It
has a purpose and I will discover it!’ She sets out to ask other sea
creatures – an octopus, a whale, some crabs. Her journey takes her to
the seashore, where she sees a lighthouse, and a little girl coming out
of it. To Minnow’s eyes, the girl is half mermaid, and half octopus (with
two legs), and on her octopus legs are shoes. The little girl sits at the
edge of the sea to play, and one of her shoes comes off. Minnow sees
that at the end of her legs are feet – or what Minnow calls ‘leg hands.
’She  understands  what  shoes  are  for,  and  excitedly  rushes  home,
where she tells everyone what she has seen and learned.Everyone is
pleased, except for Calypso, but King Neptune boasts: "My Minnow is a
daring explorer!".

Analysis This  picture  book  uses  a  common  fairytale  format  to  show  the
youngest and smallest of a large family finding her powers, to tell the
story of a young mermaid (or siren) who feels overshadowed by her
older sisters, but who discovers her own individual talent when her
curiosity about a mysterious ‘red shoe’ leads her to explore new parts
of the ocean. While the story is not strongly Classical in nature, being
influenced by  the  concept  of  mermaids  established by  Hans  Christian
Andersen,  some  elements  show  that  Campbell  is  drawing  on  his
knowledge of myth. The mermaids’ father is King Neptune, the ruler of
the  deep;  Minnow’s  oldest  sisters  have  classical  names:  Thetis,
Calypso,  and  Clio.  These  first  two,  Thetis  and  Calypso,  are  names  of
sea nymphs, and their characteristics (caring for sea creatures, singing
beautifully) are typical of mermaid lore. Clio, named after the Muse of
History, does not have an obvious mermaid precedent, but her name
relates  to  her  ‘know-it-all’  nature.  The  motif  of  a  King  with  50
daughters has precedent in Classical myth: e.g. see the daughters of
King  Thespius  of  Thespiae  in  Boeotia,  and  the  daughters  of  King
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Danaus of Libya. 

The red shoe, the quest of a mermaid to find out about humans, have
links to two Hans Christian Andersen stories: ‘The Red Shoe’, and ‘The
Little Mermaid’. Both stories are cautionary tales about the results of
excessive curiosity. The motif of feminine curiosity, of course draws
from the Pandora myth, but where Pandora releases the ills of the
world, The Mermaid and the Shoe, on the other hand, rewards Minnow
for  her  curiosity  –  she  finds  out  about  the  world  above  water  and  is
praised by her father for her daring. Campbell’s exquisite illustrations
capture an underwater world full of movement and sinuous shapes,
and the story as a whole offers a clever and thoughtful approach.

Classical, Mythological,
Traditional Motifs,
Characters, and
Concepts

Calypso Clio Neptune Sirens Thetis

Other Motifs, Figures,
and Concepts Relevant
for Children and Youth
Culture

Adventure Character traits Environment Gaining understanding
Individuality Initiation Knowledge Names
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