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Felice Arena, b. 1968
(Author)

Felice Arena is an Australian children's author born in Kyabram,
Victoria. He has written best-selling and award-winning books including
the "Andy Roid" series, Sporty Kids and the Besties, and the "Specky
Magee" series (co-authored with Garry Lyon). In the 1990s he was a
school teacher before working professionally as an actor: first on the
Australian television show, Neighbours, and then in West End musicals
in the UK.

Arena has been the recipient of six Australian Children Choice Book
Awards, and his Children's Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Notable
Books include The Boy and the Spy, Fearless Frederic, and A Great
Escape. In 2013 he received the Koala Legend of the Year at the Kids
Own Australian Literature Awards and the YABBA Graham Davey
Citation Award for his contribution and impact on Australian children's
literature.

Source:

Author's website (accessed: August 30, 2021).

Bio prepared by Charlotte Farrell, University of New England,
charlottefarrell@gmail.com
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Felice, Arena, Farticus Maximus: Bottomus Burps of Britannia, Sydney:
Scholastic, 2010.

Summary Farticus Maximus: Stink-Off Battle of the Century is the second book in
a series by the same title by Australian author, Felice Arena. The book
is divided into eight sections of short stories. The first and last chapters
are a continuation of the story of Farticus Maximus, an ancient
gladiator who defeats enemies with terrible farts. The story is set in
Ancient Rome where teenage boy cousins, Rufus and Cornelius, are pig
hunting in the forest before they come across the “greatest and
smelliest gladiator of all time” (4), Farticus Maximus. After relaying the
story of the first book in the Farticus Maximus series to Rufus because
he didn't know who Farticus was, Cornelius concludes that the
gladiator will be going “butt-to-butt” (12) in a battle at the Colosseum
against Gassius Brutus. Gassius is his wife, Rhina’s ex-boyfriend, and
brother of a gladiator he defeated and killed in a previous battle, Black
Dog Brutus.

The crowd cheers as Farticus enters the arena, and boo when Gassius
enters. In the battle, Gassius begins most strongly, before Farticus
shoots him down with a fart. For most of the battle, though, they are
equal opponents, and upon realising that they are matched in their
(farting) abilities, they resort to old-fashioned gladiator wrestling. In a
surprising twist, there is a horde of animals released into the arena to
attack them. The gladiators realise that they have been set up by
Emperor Bullius who wants them killed. The story pauses here, building
suspense for its continuation at the end of the book.

The following chapters, ‘Little Old Grannies Don’t Toot!", ‘Stinklock
Holmes’, ‘Phwwwoohh!’, ‘Fartoons Version 2’ and ‘Felix Fibly’s Foo-Foo
Dilemma’ are short stories and cartoons on the topics of farts in more
contemporary settings. In the final section, “the Roman smell-o drama”
of Farticus Maximus recommences, where Gassius and Farticus team
up against the deadly animals, knocking them out with their combined
farts. While Gassius is pinned to the ground by a bear, Farticus defeats
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several others and then saves Gassius’ life. They escape through a
tunnel beneath the colosseum as an army of soldiers pursue them.
Cornelius and Rufus from the first part of the book reappear and offer
to help Fartius and his family and Gassius flee Rome. The final page of
the book builds suspense for the next book in the series, Farticus
Maximus: Bottomus Burps of Britannia, posing questions of whether
Farticus and Gassius will indeed escape Rome, and will Gassius keep
his “eyes off” Rhina.

Analysis Set in Ancient Rome, the battle between the gladiators, Farticus
Maximus and Gassius Brutus is the focus of the book. The gladiators'
names point to the ancient historical figures, Spartacus for Farticus,
and a hybrid of Cassius and Brutus for Gassius Brutus, ancient Roman
political figures who plotted to kill Julius Caesar. There are several
parallels with the first book in the Farticus Maximus series in relation to
its classical references, including the ancient Roman practice of
bestiarii, where gladiators went into combat with ferocious animals. For
preshow entertainment before Farticus and Gassius fight, for example,
ten nervous criminals are thrown into the arena with hungry lions and
tigers who violently attack them. The ambush of animals against
Farticus and Gassius, and their need to defend themselves against an
oppressive dictator, are also familiar tropes of the classical Roman
period. Further, the colosseum is the venue where the battle is
performed in the book; the same venue where many deadly gladiator
fights were staged in Ancient Rome.

As in other books in the series, the author Latinises everyday words by
making them end in ‘us’: for example, “Shutus your biggus mouthus,
cousin!” This is a playful engagement with Latin that, although the
words are invented, differentiates the world of Ancient Rome from the
more contemporary settings of the other stories in the book. While the
comedy of this language-play may be more relevant to adults reading
the books than their children, it is an aspect that some children may
find entertaining. The historical reference, however, will likely be lost
on child readers given that in Australia at least (where the author is
from), Latin is seldom taught in schools.

Throughout the book, there are accompanying images in a cartoon
style. The words ‘kill’ and ‘stab’ are censored here, as in all books in
the Farticus Maximus series, and replaced by ‘butterfly kiss’ and ‘hug’.
In the case of this book, these words do little to censure the violence of
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some of the more bloody scenes, particularly when the animals attack
the criminals as pre-show entertainment. These moments would
certainly provide interesting talking points for children and their
caregivers about what aspects of this story is historically accurate and
what parts are (often humorous) riffs on facts, showing creative license
in relation to history.
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