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We are still trying to obtain
permission for posting the
original cover.

General information

Title of the work Wanted!

Country of the First Edition United Kingdom

Country/countries of popularity United Kingdom

Original Language English

First Edition Date 2010

First Edition Details Kate Thompson, Wanted! London: The Bodley Head, Random
House, 2010, 128 pp.

ISBN 9781862305199 / 9781407048642 (e book)

Genre Historical fiction, Illustrated works, Novels

Target Audience Children (Older children, 9–11 yrs)

Author of the Entry Ayelet Peer, Bar-Ilan University, ayelet.peer@gmail.com

Peer-reviewer of the Entry
Lisa Maurice, Bar-Ilan University, lisa.maurice@biu.ac.il 
Elżbieta Olechowska, University of Warsaw,
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Creators

Jonny Duddle (Illustrator)

Jonny was born in North Wales. He studied illustrations in college. He
worked as  character  designer  for  computer  games and also  wrote
picture books. His picture book The Pirates Next Door won the 2012
Waterstones Children's Book Prize,  and as result  a series of  Jolley-
Rogers  chapter books was developed. He also illustrated the latest
Harry Potter book covers in 2014. He currently resides in North Wales.

Sources:

Official website (accessed: July 3, 2018).

Article at telegraph.co.uk (accessed: July 3, 2018).

Profile at the arenaillustration.com (accessed: July 3, 2018).

Amazon.co.uk(accessed: July 3, 2018).

Bio prepared by Ayelet Peer, Bar-Ilan University,
ayelet.peer@gmail.com

Kate Thompson , b. 1956
(Author)

A British-Irish author of children’s novels. She is the youngest child of
social historian and activist E. P. Thompson and Dorothy Towers. She
won  numerous  awards  for  her  fiction,  among  them  The  Guardian
Children’s Fiction Prize and the Whitbread Children’s Book Award, the
Carnegie  Medal  and Booktrust  Teenage Prize.  She is  also  a  skilful

http://www.jonny-duddle.com/about-jonny/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/harry-potter/11078077/How-Jonny-Duddle-re-imagined-Harry-Potter-for-a-new-generation.html
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Portrait, courtesy of the
Author from her website
(accessed: May 30,
2018).

fiddler  who takes  great  interest  in  traditional  Irish  music.  She  lives  in
West Ireland with her family.

Sources:

Official website (accessed: May 30, 2018).

Profile at the goodreads.com (accessed: May 30, 2018).

Bio prepared by Ayelet Peer, Bar-Ilan University,
ayelet.peer@gmail.com

http://www.katethompson.info
http://www.katethompson.info/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/65783.Kate_Thompson
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/280


Ayelet Peer, "Entry on: Wanted! by Jonny Duddle , Kate Thompson", peer-reviewed by Lisa Maurice and Elżbieta Olechowska. Our
Mythical Childhood Survey (Warsaw: University of Warsaw, 2018). Link: http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/280. Entry
version as of July 12, 2025.

4

This Project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme under grant agreement No 681202, Our
Mythical Childhood... The Reception of Classical Antiquity in Children’s and Young Adults’ Culture in
Response to Regional and Global Challenges, ERC Consolidator Grant (2016–2021), led by Prof.
Katarzyna Marciniak, Faculty of “Artes Liberales” of the University of Warsaw.

Additional information

Summary Marcus is a part of a baker’s family in Roman times under the tough
reign of Emperor Gaius Caligula. One day, a mysterious slave hands
him a racing horse and disappears.  The horse turns out to be the
emperor’s horse, Consul Incitatus, and now Marcus is facing danger to
his life while deciding what to do with the horse. At the end there is a
short passage of explanation regarding Caligula and his horse. Marcus
shares with the reader the hard life his family lived under the mad
emperor who took their horses and slaves. The author emphasizes the
hierarchy in Roman society by showing the attitude of Marcus towards
the slave boy who gave him the horse; The nerve of him! A slave,
telling me what to do!” (101–102) then Marcus realizes that he was
holding the emperor’s horse, which was given by Caligula the title of
consul,  consul  Incitatus.  Marcus  explains  how  horrific  the  times  have
become; “I can assure you there was nothing funny about Emperor
Gaius and his madness. We had all celebrated when he took over as
our emperor. Anything had to be better than Tiberius. That’s what we
thought,  anyway.  It  just  goes  to  show  how  wrong  you  can  be.”
(147–149).  Marcus  explains  that  the  emperor  got  ill  and  when he
recovered he completely transformed – this is of course in keeping with
Suetonius’ account. The horrible deeds of Caligula and his awful nature
are mentioned in glimpses, like the murder of Marcus’ grandfather.
Marcus brings the horse home to hide it. And in the meantime news is
spreading that the emperor is dead. Since in the ancient text we never
hear the voice of the common people, it is interesting that the author
chose to liven up the ancient times as they were perceived by middle-
class working citizens and their reaction to the imperial rule. The family
is  an  eyewitness  to  Roman  imperial  politics.  When  the  rumors  of
Caligula’s  death  spread,  they  were  disbelieved;  “But  the  maddest
rumour of all, the one that cheered us all up and gave us a good laugh,
was  that  there  were  plans  afoot  to  crown  Claudius  as  the  next
Caesar.”(432–433).

Analysis For  young  readers  who  have  no  knowledge  of  ancient  Roman
emperors, the book might be a bit difficult to follow, although it is very
well-written and explained. Yet the use of terms like Praetorian Guard,
Consul, or Caesars might prove to be confusing. Some children would
probably  enjoy  the story  about  hiding a  horse without  the Roman
connections. In the end, Marcus saves the horse, wins Claudius’ favour
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and returns home. The horse is placed at the centre of the political
change in Rome and through its and his owner’s eyes we get a bit
closer to what was happening. This is a new take on ancient Roman
daily life.

Classical, Mythological,
Traditional Motifs,
Characters, and
Concepts

Caligula Claudius (Emperor) Incitatus (Horse) Rome Zeus

Other Motifs, Figures,
and Concepts Relevant
for Children and Youth
Culture

Adversity Animals Character traits Coming of age Family Love

Addenda The review refers to the Kindle edition.
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