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General information

Title of the work My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic (Series, S01E02): ​Friendship is
Magic – Part 2 (Elements of Harmony)

Studio/Production Company Hasbro

Country of the First Edition United States of America

Country/countries of popularity worldwide

Original Language English

First Edition Date 2010

First Edition Details
Friendship is Magic – Part 2 (Elements of Harmony). Directed by
Jayson Thiessen, James Wootton (co-director). Script by Lauren
Faust. Hasbro Studios,  October 22, 2010, 23 min.

Running time 23 min

Format Available as video on demand on Netflix, also DVDs (multiple
editions) are available

Date of the First DVD or VHS DVD: August 2011

Official Website mylittlepony.hasbro.com (accessed: January 7, 2020)

http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/tag/1774
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/tag/211
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/tag/13
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Little_Pony:_Przyja%C5%BA%C5%84_to_magia#/media/Plik:My_Little_Pony-_Friendship_Is_Magic_Ukrainian_Logo_2017.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://mylittlepony.hasbro.com/en-us
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929
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Available Onllne
On Netflix – 6 seasons (accessed: January 7, 2020),
On Amazon Prime (accessed: January 7, 2020),
On iTunes (accessed: January 7, 2020).

Awards No major wins – all accomplishments are listed under this link on
IMDB (accessed: January 7, 2020).

Genre Animated films, Television series

Target Audience Crossover (Children)

Author of the Entry Anna Mik, University of Warsaw, anna.m.mik@gmail.com

Peer-reviewer of the Entry
Elżbieta Olechowska, University of Warsaw,
elzbieta.olechowska@gmail.com 
Elizabeth Hale, University of New England, ehale@une.edu.au

https://www.netflix.com/pl-en/title/70234440
https://www.primevideo.com/detail/0JKT8TDQ81Q6K5I1V8Z9QHEWEG/ref=atv_dl_rdr?tag=imdbtag_tt_wbr_tt_piv-20
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/tv-season/my-little-pony-friendship-is-magic-season-1/id1002399646
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1751105/awards
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929
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Creators

Lauren Faust,
photographed by
Rfaust76 on July 1, 2014
(accessed: January 7,
2020). The file is licensed
under the Creative
Commons Attribution-
Share Alike.

Lauren Faust , b. 1974
(Animator, Producer)

Lauren Faust is the creator of: My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic, a TV-
series  primarily  for  children,  broadcast  in  2011-2019,  produced by
Hasbro. She also has worked for the Cartoon Network Studios in the
production  of:  The  Powerpuff  Girls  (her  husband,  Craig  McCracken,  is
the creator of this series) and for Warner Bros (she is responsible for
the reboot of: DC Super Hero Girls). Her philosophical outlook could be
described as feminist (as she states herself on social media and in
various interviews). 

Bio prepared by Anna Mik, University of Warsaw,
anna.m.mik@gmail.com

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lauren_Faust_Profile_Pic.png
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929
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Additional information

Casting Twilight Sparkle – Tara Strong,

Applejack/Rainbow Dash – Ashleigh Ball, 

Pinkie Pie/Fluttershy – Andrea Libman,

Rarity/Nighmare Moon/Princess Luna – Tabitha St. Germain, 

Spike/Mayor Mare – Cathy Weseluck,

Princess Celestia – Nicole Oliver.

Adaptations This  is  a  TV  series,  with  multiple  spin-off  movies  which  all  together
accompany toys called “My Little Pony” produced by Habro; a similar
phenomenon of cross-promotion occurs also in case of Monster High
(toys are accompanied by a TV series which reinforces popularity and
sales of the toys).

Sequels, Prequels and
Spin-offs

Previous episode: Friendship is Magic: Part 1 (Elements of Harmony).

Next episode: The Ticket Master.

Summary Summary of the Series :

My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic tells the story of a group of ponies,
living in Ponyville,  in a magical land of Equestria that resembles a
glittery paradise. The ponies are all female, they behave like young
girls, who value friendship above all things. There are several types of
ponies: some resemble the "real" horses, some are unicorns, some
others are Pegasi. It is a matriarchal society ruled by Princess Celestia,
a supreme unicorn/Pegasus, seemingly older than the rest. Along with
her sister, Princess Luna, Celestia provides the balance and harmony in
Equestria, which if disturbed, can always be saved by her apprentice –
Twilight  Sparkle  –  and by a group of  her  faithful  friends.  Classical
antiquity  is  present  in  the  series,  mainly  due  to  various  mythical

http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929


Anna Mik, "Entry on: My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic (Series, S01E02): ​Friendship is Magic – Part 2 (Elements of Harmony) by
Lauren Faust", peer-reviewed by Elżbieta Olechowska and Elizabeth Hale. Our Mythical Childhood Survey (Warsaw: University of
Warsaw, 2020). Link: http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929. Entry version as of July 20, 2025.

5

This Project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme under grant agreement No 681202, Our
Mythical Childhood... The Reception of Classical Antiquity in Children’s and Young Adults’ Culture in
Response to Regional and Global Challenges, ERC Consolidator Grant (2016–2021), led by Prof.
Katarzyna Marciniak, Faculty of “Artes Liberales” of the University of Warsaw.

creatures that appear on multiple occasions. 

Summary of the Episode: 

Friendship is Magic, Part 2 (Elements of Harmony) is a continuation of
the pilot episode of the My Little Pony series created by Lauren Faust.
It introduces all the characters and shows the beginnings of their long-
lasting friendship and magic that comes with it. Twilight Sparkle (the
main  protagonist)  and  her  friends  set  off  on  a  journey  to  find  the
eponymous Elements of Harmony in order to save their ruler – Princess
Celestia – and the whole kingdom of Equestria from the Darkness. They
are all under threat from Nightmare Moon – a long lost evil pony, who
wants to bring the eternal night to their home. At the end, the ponies
discover that the sixth element of the magical combination (next to:
Honesty, Kindness, Laughter, Generosity and Loyalty) that can save
them all is friendship "triggering" the Magic. All six elements are a set
of core values, which seems a highly moralistic approach. 

On their way to the place where Elements of Harmony are hidden, the
ponies meet Manticore: a monster inspired by Greek mythology. In the
episode  Manticore  does  not  have  human  traits  (besides  the  spin-off
movies, humans do not appear in this universe): it is a monster with
the  body of  a  lion,  wings  of  a  bat,  and the  tail  of  a  scorpion.  At  first,
aggressive and violent, it seems poised to attack the ponies. The girls
defend themselves trying to fight Manticore, however – not effectively.
Only  Fluttershy,  a  shy  pony  who  loves  other  varieties  of  magical
creatures, sees what really bothers the "monster" – a thorn stuck in its
paw.  She calms Manticore,  takes  out  the  thorn,  and suddenly  the
creature turns into: “a little old baby kitty.” As Fluttershy points to the
moral of the event: “Sometimes we all just need to be shown a little
kindness.” The ponies continue their journey and Manticore is left in
peace.

Analysis The world of Equestria has legendary or mythical qualities – not only
because of the magic present in this universe but also because of
stories collected in the big library where Twilight Sparkle spends most
of her days. These stories are inspired by various traditions – including
classical mythology Manticore comes from. In Greek mythology it “was
a man-eating, Persian monster with the body of a lion, the face of a
man, and a spike-tipped, arrow-shooting tail” (Theoi: online, accessed:
January 7, 2020). 

https://www.theoi.com/Thaumasios/Mantikhoras.html
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929
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At  first  Manticore  appears  to  be  a  monster  –  simply  a  danger  to  the
innocent and appealing ponies. It poses a threat not only because of its
violent behavior but also of its appearance – its body is darker, less
"shiny" (the ponies shine as if covered in glitter) and less "cute" (it has
small eyes, big claws and teeth). However, the message shared by the
authors  is  that  looks  and  first  impressions  might  be  deceiving.
Fluttershy demonstrates that kindness might be the key to solving a lot
of  conflicts,  especially  those  based  on  superstitions.  Manticore,  being
(traditionally) a monster, in the world of My Little Pony becomes a cute
animal,  a  pet,  non-threatening  to  those  who  understand  it.  This
approach  brings  to  mind  a  popular  trend  in  presenting  magical
creatures (also those inspired by classical mythology) – dominant for
instance in Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, both the book
(2001, by J. K. Rowling) and the movie (2016, dir. D. Yates) – entries for
both are available in Our Mythical Survey. The depiction of Manticore
reflects a general tendency present in the contemporary works for the
youngest, where monsters, traditionally perceived as a threat, become
friends and allies of the main characters. Also, this story might remind
us of the tale of Androcles and the Lion (after Androcles took out the
thorn  from  Lion’s  paw  the  animal  became  tamed)  –  which  also
embodies  the  values  of  kindness  and  human–animal  cooperation.
Classical mythology becomes a part of Equestria’s cultural heritage
and antiquity, as one of the motifs, becomes a universal cultural code.

Classical, Mythological,
Traditional Motifs,
Characters, and
Concepts

Androcles / Androclus and the Lion Manticore Pegasus

Other Motifs, Figures,
and Concepts Relevant
for Children and Youth
Culture

Animals Femininity Friendship Values

Further Reading Entry: “Manticore” on Theoi.com, available at theoi.com (accessed:
January 7, 2020).

http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/65
http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/72
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/tag/1774
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/tag/211
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/tag/13
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/other-tag/48
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/other-tag/134
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/other-tag/101
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/other-tag/432
https://www.theoi.com/Thaumasios/Mantikhoras.html
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929
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Addenda The series proved to be very popular among teenagers and adults as
well: fans call themselves: “bronies”; because of this popularity, it
appears to reach a crossover audience. 

Translations: Multi-language soundtrack.

http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/929

