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Ola [Aleksandra] Woldanska-Ptocinska , b. 1985
(Author)

Aleksandra Woldanska-Ptocinska graduated with a degree in Graphic
Design at the University of the Arts in Poznan, Poland, where she
currently works as an assistant at the Packaging Design Studio. She is
an illustrator and a poster designer as well as an author and designer
of books. She has both illustrated books of other authors as well as
published several authorial books, including Marchewka z groszkiem
[Peas and Carrots], Co dwie brody to nie jedna, kompendium wiedzy o
zaroscie [Two Beards Are Better Than One: A Compendium of the
Knowledge of Facial Hair], and Zwierzokracja [Animalocracy]. She
permanently cooperates with the Pinocchio Theatre in £ddz, Silesian
company Gryfnie and the portal hellozdrowie.pl. She also received
many awards, including the Most Beautiful Book of the Year 2009 (the
Polish Society of Book Publishers) as well as distinction: the Polish
Society of Book Publishers "The Most Beautiful Book of the Year" 2010
competition and the Polish Section of IBBY "Book of the Year" 2009.
More of Woldanska-Ptocinska’s work can be seen on her official page,
Facebook page and Instagram account (accessed: September 25,
2019).

Bio prepared by Krzysztof Rybak, University of Warsaw,
rybak.km@gmail.com
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Summary Trashville: Zero Waste is a non-fiction large-format picture book for
children. It deals with various environmental issues, such as pollution,
waste management and consumerism. On each fully illustrated spread
Woldanska-Ptocinska describes historical approaches to various types
of products and waste, and ways in which people functioned as
consumers. She refers to minimalism from the primary times as a
perfect way of living, points out the changes brought by the
technological development and globalization, and shows the overall
effects of pollution caused by humans. The author also shows how
people can introduce various habits in their lives to help the planet and
ultimately - themselves: recycling, minimalism, and other ways of
reducing the carbon footprint.

Just like in her previous non-fiction book - Zwierzokracja
[Animalocracy] - Woldanska-Ptocinska does not disregard the ancient
traditions, she begins her story with the “old times”: she recalls the
primeval times, where humans wore no clothes and lived freely, in
harmony with nature. This part is analysed below (see Analysis).

Analysis Woldanska-Ptocinska alludes to ancient times whilst discussing the
beginnings of packaging and storing food and liquids (which then was a
necessity, not an ecological choice). In the chapter: “Sliska sprawa”
[“Slippery business”] (pp. 16-17) she presents three types of Greek
vases (on illustrations, accompanied by short descriptions, arranged in
a row), each created for a specific purpose:

e lekythos, aksos - for olive oil;
e amphora - for other liquids;
e hydria - for water.

It is not clear why she has selected specifically these types of vases,
with so many others to choose from (pithos, stamnos, krater, or dinos).
Nonetheless, as the book is meant for small children, the introduction
of the new names for vases is already part of education about
antiquity. It might be considered an unconventional way of introducing
ancient historical artefacts: not as a part of general education, but
showing how ancient consumerist solutions can also serve people
today; highlighting how reusable containers (not necessarily made out
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of clay, but for example: glass) can replace plastic products. Greeks
are presented as eco-friendly people with smart solutions in their
repertoire.

The author also comes back to antiquity when she writes about waste
disposal. In the chapter: “Historyczne $mieci” [“Historic waste”] (pp.
34-35) Woldanska-Ptocinska writes that in antiquity trash (then - only
organic) was taken out of the cities and buried. This way people
avoided the accumulation of unwanted waste and the smell it
produced. Here again, ancient societies are shown as more resourceful
and better attuned to the environment than we are today. Maybe not
as eco-friendly as were the first homines sapientes, the ancient Greeks
nevertheless serve as an example of a smarter attitude towards the
planet and their own well-being.
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